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STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Zesource Techhclogy Coqcrziion 
( R W  

Pe!jticn for a detemination :hzt an eleckic 
Gemrating fzcility fueled by lamfiillgeneraied 
methane at site known as the Bi-State Lsndfill, 
2248 Par'ks Road, Belleville, IL 62220, is 
a qualified solid w&e to energ faciliiy ES 

detined in Section 8-w. I ai be Illinois 
Public Utilities A d  

Resoure Technology Carpat ian 
W C )  

Petition for a determination that zn e l e ~ " c  
generzting facility iueled by lancfillgenerated 
methzne at a site known as the McLean Ca. 
kndiill, RR 3 Box 142, Elcomington, IL 
is a qualfied solid waste to energy facility as 
defined in Section 8403.1 of the Illinois Public 
Utilities Act 

Resoure Technology Corporation 
.- . (RiC) 

Petition for a determination ihat an electric 
generating facility fueled by lancttillgenerated 
methane at a site known as W Beechw 
Landfill 1055 W. Goodenow Road, B&er, 
Illinois is a qualified solid waste to energy 
facility as defined in Section 8403.1 of the 
Illinois Public Utilities Act. 

Rescurce Technology Corporation 
[RTC) 

Petition for a determination that an electric 
generating facility fueled by landtillgenerated 
methane at a site known as the Livirg3on 
landfill, 14732 East 2100 Nor't Road, Pontiac 

ER mud 

974031 

974032 

97-0033 

97-0034 
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IL 617C4 is a qualified solid waste to energy 
kcility as defined in SeCicn 843.1  of the 
Illinois Public Utilities A&. 

Resourcs Tschnology 1 -  Corpcrzticn 
( R W  

Petition for a determination that an alecYic 
generEting facilib/ fueled by landfill-@nerated 
methane at a site hown as ;he American 
GradingLyons LandX, 1 E Avenue 8 1-55 
blcCaok IL is a qualified solid waste to energy 
fzcility as defined in Sec!ion 8403.1 of the 
Illinois Public Utilities Act 

Resource Technology Corporation 
(RTC) 

Petition fur 2 determination thst a electric 
generating facility fuelea oy i~nonrigeneraceu 
methane at a site known as the Gwanee 
Landtill, on Route 8, Kewanes. IL 51443 is a 
qualified solid waste to enerw facility as 
defined in Section 8 4 3 . 1  of the Illinois Public 
Utilities Act 

: 

: 

: 

. 

: 

: 

Resource Technology Corporation 
i RTC) 

Petition for a determination thzt an electtic 
generating facility fueled by landtill-generated : 
methaie at a site known as the Prairie 
Preservation Properties Landfill, 170* Street : 
Lansing, IL 60433 is a qualified solid waste to : 
energy facihty as defined in S d o n  8403.1 of : 
the Illinois Public Utility Ad 

Resource Technology Corporation 
(RTC) 

Petition for determination that an electric 
Generating facility fueled by landfill-generatd : 
methane at a site know as the Litchikld landfill, : 
East Route 16. Litchfield, IL 62506 is-a qualified : 
solid waste to energy facility as defined in 

974025 

973036 

974037 
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Section 8403.1 cf the Illincis Public Utilities 
Act. 

Rescurcs Tecknolcsy Corpcrztion 
(RTC) . ... 

?$!iiicn fcr ii &!eminstion that an sledic 
generating fzcility fueled by lar.d7ll~eneratsd 
meham a a si% known ES :Le C o n p s s -  
Hillside Izndfill, 4100 West Frcntqe Rcad. 
Hillside, IL 60160 is a qualified solid waste to 
enersy facility as defined in Section 8403.1 
of the Illinois Public Utilities Act. 

Petition for a determination that an electric 
generating facilib] fueled by I~ndTilIgenefatd 
methane at a site, known as the Sangmon 
Ltnctiill, RR $9, S a d  Hill Road, Springtield, IL 
62702 is a qualified solid waste to energy 
facility as derined in Section 8 4 3 . 1  of the 
Illinois Public Utilities A d  

Resource Technology Corporation 
( R W  

Petition for a determination that an electric 
generating facility fueled by landiillgenerated 
methane at a site knawn as the Peoria Landfill, 
RR S 2, Bnmfeld, IL 61 517 is a qualified solid 
waste to energy facility as deiined in Section 
843.1 of the Illinois Public Utilities A d  

Resoure Tecmoiogy Copraiion : 
W C )  

.. . 

..- ., . .,.. .. __. . . . 

9 7 m 3  1 -974045/COns~l. 

Petition for a determination than an electric 

&ethane i t  a sit$ baMl a i  the Viola landfill, 
Greene Tmsh ip ,  Mercer County, IL is a 
qualified solid waste to energy facility as defined : 
in Section 8403.1 of Illinois Public Utilities A d  : 

, - .  . % ’ - -  :--:,:&. :.-,--I k., ‘--iFllronPrstPrf - -  . .. 

970055 

973040 

97-0041 
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Resoorcz Technolop Corporation 
( R W  

Petiiicn for a determination i k t  an eledtic 
gneraiing fzciliQ W e d  by Iznc?ill-;Enerated 
rzeihane at a .&e kown as the TComaS 12" 
5:isct Cispsal  lancfil~, rural 02cville. IL is 
a qualified solid waste to etiersy facil?@/ as 
ce5ned in Seciicn 9 4 3 . ;  c i  fie Illinois Public 
Utilities~ Ad. 

Resourca Tedinology Corporation 
(VC) 

Peiiiion for a determination that an eIe&'c 
Generating facility fueled by lan~ll+enerated 
rneihane at a site known as the Taylor Ridge 
Landfill, 8400 Urn St West. Taylor Ridge, IL 
6'232 is 2 qualified solid ws te  to eneroy - 

facility as defined in Section 8403.1 of 
bois Public Utilities Act  

97C043 
: 

: 

9 7 4 0 4  
: 
: 
: 

Resource Technology Corpardtion 
W C )  

Petition for a determination that an electric 
gene~t ing facility fueled by lmdfrll-generated 
methane at a site known as me Paxton landfill, 
12201 South Oglesby Avenue, Chicago, 1L 
6C633 is a qualified solid waste to energy 
fzcility as defined in Sedion 843.1 of the 
lllinois Public Utilities Ad, 

97-0045 
: 
: 

- 

(Consolidated) 

ORDER 

- .. 
' 1  i, ,c 2,;:,-$ss;cn: 

On January 9, 1997, Resource Technology Corporation ('RTC'). filed verified 
Petitions seeking Illinois Commerce Commission ('Commission") determinations that 
fifken proposed electric generating facilities fueled by lancifill methane and located .at 
various locations throughout the State of Minois, respectively docketed as Nos. 97-0031 
!kKtiGh 970C45, will be solid waste & - ~ e ~ g y  facilities as defined in Section 8403.1 (b) of 
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have a czpacity of 2 megawstts ("MW),  with a commercial operation date projeeed to be in 
the 2& quarter of 19C8. T ie  ?a&IiP{ is locztsd in Illinois Pcwer Company's ('IP'P) serke 
tSnit0ry. 

Tne Docket 970032 k n ~ l l ,  louted at Rural Rocti 3, Bloonin5icn, Illincis, will 
have a cspzcii~; o i  2 MW, 'with a projeetd ammercial operation date in the 2d quaex o i  
i CC8, The hcility is Iccziea in Cenirzil Illinois Light Company's ("CILCO'S") sewice teritcp/. 

The Docket 974033 landi,ll, locsied at 1055 W. Gcccenow Road, Beecher, Illiriais, 
will h w e  a =pacity of 6 MW, with a prcjeded commercial operetion date in the 4" qo2irer 
of 15.97. Ti;e fzcility is l o d a d  in Ccmmonwealth Edison Company's ('CornEd's") service 
kritery, 

Tne Docket 97QOS l ~ ~ 3 i l 1 ,  Iccated at 14732 Easi 2 iOO 'North Road, Pcntiac, 
Illinois, will have a apzcity of 10 MW, with a projected wmmercial cperation date in the 1' 
quarter of 1998. The facility is located in Corn Ed's seriice :erritcry. 

The Docket 97-0035 landfill, looted si 1% Avenue and 1-55, McCock. Illinois, will 
have a czpacity a i  5 MW, with a projeCsd mmrnercial operztion date in ;he 3d quartsr ai 
1997. The facility is located in CornEd's sewics territory. 

The Docket 97-0026 lancffiil, lcczted at Route 8, Kwtnen, Illinois,..will hsve a 
apaety of 3 MW, wiih a projected arnrnercizl operztion date in h e  4" quarter a i  1997. 
Tne fzcility is located in IPS servica territory. 

Tne Cccket 97-0937 lan@ill, located on 170m Street, Lsnsing, Illinois, will have a 
capacity of 3 hiw, wiih a projedeb commercial operation date in the 3d quarter of 1997. 
The facility is lxated in ComEd's servia tedory. 

... . 

The Dccket 974038 IandiZll, located at East Route 16, Lithiled. Illinois, will have a 
capacity of 3 MW, with a projected commercial operation date in the 1' quarter of 1S.98. 
The facility is located in CILCOs service territory. 

The Docket 974039 landtill, loczted at 4100 West Frontage Road, Hillside, Illinois, 
will have a cap;ic;s o i  1 o m, with a projected commercial operation date in the 1 51 quarter 
of 1'3%. The kcility is lccated in CornEd's sarvice territory. 

The Docket 97U040 landtill, located at Rural Route 9, Sand Hill Road. Sprinfleld, 
Illinois, will hzve a capacity of 3 MW, wivl a prcjected commercial operztion date in the 2d 
Warier of 19%. Tne fzcility will be loczted in CILCo's service territory. 

The Docket 97-0041 Izn&ill. lccated at Rural Route 2, Brimfield, Illinois, will have a 
capacity of 4 MW, with a projected mmrnercial operation date in h e  3a quafix of i S S i .  
The facifity is located in CILCO'S service territory. 

. 
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The Docket 974042 lam?iill, known as the Viola lan&fll, G r ime  Township, Mercer, 
Ccunty, Illinois, will have a capsdty of 2 MW, with a projeCed commercial operation date in 
the 2d quaear of 1 SS.8. R e  iaciliP/ will be loczted in IPS servicz territoP//. 

m e  Doc!tet 97UGG landiil, known as the Tncmas 1.2" s t s ? i  Disposal, rur4 
Danville, Illinoj; will have a ~ c z c i i y  oi  2 MW, with a prcjeded commercial operztion data 
in the 2d quarter a i  1998. The facility is loczted in ItlidAmeriGin Energy Company's 
("Midherion") semi- territory. 

Tne Docket 9i-GC.M lan&Y, loc2ied at 84GO T i "  She: West. Taylor Ridge, Iftinois, 
will have a capacity ai 5 ILIW, with a projected commercial operEtion dEte in the e' quartx 
of 1SF8. The fzcility is located in MidAmericzn's swvics te~:or/. 

The Dodtet 97-00.?5 landll, locsted at 12201 Scuth Oglesby Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois, with a =pacity of 5 MW, with a projected commercial operziion date in the 3d 
quarter of 1998. Tne facility is Icczted in CornEd's sewics territory. 

Subsection 8403.1 (e) ,  Tne next step in the Commission's analysis is to determine 
wheiher the Commission is precluded frcm requiring the various electric utilities 
hereinbefore noted to enter into Section 843.1 enfrsds with RTC's proposed landrill 
genemtion fzcilities. Section 8403.1 (e) provides: 

m e  Illinois Commerce commission shall nct requira an e1-k utiijty to 
purchase electricity tom any qualified solid wasta energy facility which is 
owned or operated by an entity that is primarily engaged in the business of 
producing or selling electricity, gas, or useful thermal energy from a soure 
other than one or more qualiried solid waste energy facilities. 

Ski7 believes the Commission must determine the identity of the owner of the 
proposed fzdlities, a d  whether the OwTw is "primarily e n g z g d  in generzting energy from 
QSWEFs or from ather energy producing sources. S W  asserts that a 50 percent measure 
similar to that applied by the FERC be used as the standard by which to determine 
ownership. The FERC measure is found in 18 CFR 292.206. Staff noted that Section 8- 
403.1 (e) is pattmed on the CFR provision. 

. The Cornrnissicn finds the FERC measure of 'ownership* to be appropriate for 
Section 8-403.1 (e). In this case, however, there is no question as to the idenbiy ,of the 
Owner of the proposed generation facilities. RTC owns 100 per mt of e&& facility. 

The next step is to determine whether RTC is "primarily engaged in the business a i  
producing or selling electricity, gas, or useful thermal energy from a soum other than one 
or more qualified solid waste energv fzxilities." Staii states that there are two parts to this 
analysis: determining the ideniiry or uavvcrs. ana ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ g  K I  L s im&.x& ~ 2 :  
QSWEFs and other sccrcs of energy pwat ion .  

.. . 

. 

. ..-31 
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The Commission is of the ocinion that QSWEFs o n  be facilities l o ~ t e d  only in 
Illincis. This inteFr&tion is cased on :he language in SeliOfl W03.1 ifl mnjunction with 
other siziutory provisions rs!aied to the Rebil Raie Law (47 3 ILCS 10/1 t?t. Seq.: 41 5 lLCS 
9 1  e t  Seq.; 35 lLcs 620/: et.seq.). -fne Commissicn acrszs tha QSWEFs ars intefided 
to be limit& to Izn&ll n e i k n e  gas cenenting facilitiss ?eveloped in Illinois. Sin- a 
QSWEF is eii'&le for a csntract with !he utility in whose terrftory it is foaisd, and the 
Commission o n  order ccnirsds only with Illinois uiilities. a QSWEF perforce must be 
la-jed in Illinois. No fzcility locatad outside cf Illinois czn qualify for SUci? tre2tment; no 
fscilitt outside of Illinois ~n ke 2 QSWEF. 

Reprding ;he measus cf "primarily engaged", the Commission has determined that 
the employment of the maimurn gross power produdion ~ O a c i Q  ("PPC) of a peiitionets 
eleCricity senerstion facilities. (RTC owns no gas producing fadlities, SO no comparable 
measure for gas wzs suggested.) T i e  PPC is explicitly dsrined and messufable. It is 
information that is required on FERC Form 556 for fecerzl Qualified F d C t  desicjnation, 
and so is information t h ~ :  is readily available. It has the advantage over a&al output 
Generated as a standard beczuse it is not likely to VEV over time. and it does not var! due 
to fadors such as plant naintenancx or brsakdcwn cr io svaiIzbilib/ of m e h n e  gas 
(dmrnposition of waste in a e  landf7ll). Staff nates that 1ke @rnmissicn adopted a similar 
standard in Docket NOS. 9 4 1  95, 063354/9243T8, conscl. Tine determination of whether 
2 petiuoner is primarily enGacjed in Generation from non-QSWEFs i~culd be made through 
a comparison of the total PC of QSWEFs 2nd total PPC of non-QSWEFs owned or 
operated by that petitioner. The Commission believes the standard propas4 by Sta7 is 
reasonable and should be adopted. 

Employing this stzcdard, the reard shcws that the facilities, w h i c ~  RTC h a s  
proposed for QSWEF dahs have a PPC total of 65 MW. The Commission finds that RTC 
is primarily engaged in producing energy from QSWEFs, and is eligible for the antract. 

.. . 
Reporting Requirement However, as Staif pointed cut, the rmrd  shows that 

RTC intends to continue to develop non-QSWEF anergy producing faales. The record 
further shows that RTC believes its non-QSWEF business will be larger than its QSWEF 
business within five years. 

It is clear that the Section 8403.1 critena must be met and maintained throughout 
t k  Lam nf :he mntmct. Failur2 to do so results ~n :ne suscension of the right to collect the 
retail rate. 83 Ill. Adrnin. Code 44550 (j). By lis I C : ~  lo antinue to develop non-QSWEF 
facilities, RTC has raised the strong probabilily [hat tt wtll no Icnser be 'ptirnarily engaged 
in Producing energy from QSWEFs in the near L a r e  

TO address fiis situation, Staff has reques:ed that RTC should be required to submit 
2 bi+nnual report to the Commission that details the develcoment Of all energy producing 
facilities owned or operated by R'IC. The purpcse c i  the report is to provide the 





. .  
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the Commissicn hzs jurisdidcn over RTC and Over the subject matter hersin; 

on J~nuary 9, 1CS.7, RTC riled ifisen verized pe!itions requesting that *e 
Commissicn determine t!!at its proposed Ian~ififill methane gas heled elec?ic 
senerating fzcilities locatad throughout Illinois will be qualified solid waste 
ehergy facilities pursuant to Section 8-3.1 of the Public Utilities Act 

the evidene indicztes that the elec?ric SeneratiGg f.zCilitieS Will be ccflfigured 
to have a mzvimun gross generaring spzci?/ of approximztsly 65 EvtWs, 
they will be owned and operated by RTC; the fzclliiies will use methane 
generatEd from the landrill and possess charadeestics whici enable them ;o 
qualify as a small Fcwer production facilities under PURPA; 

under the fads set fop& in Finding (4), the facilities as comigured in the 
petition. will be qualified solid waste energy facilities pursuant to Section 8- 
403.1 Eof theAc t ;  

RTC is primsrily sngaged in the business of producing ele&icity from 
GSy;EFS; 

RTC should file the bisnnual reports rewmnended by St* regarding its 
energy producing facilities and annual repofis regarding reimbursements as 
set forth in the prefatory portions of this Order. 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the eledric generating fzalities as anfigured 
with a total gross generating capacity of 65 megawatts located in friteen Illinois locations, 
which will be owned by .Resource Technology Corporation and fueled by landfill methane 
and which will be IOated st :?E zfarementicrred Iandiills are determined to be qualified 
solid waste energy facilities pursuant to Section 8 4 3 . 7  (b) of the Public Utilities A& 

, 

_. . 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the vvious electric utilities .set forth in the prefatory 
pork-':: :?is z4e:: s%!! t z ! ~  irtn rantracts to curchase electric energy from these 
electric generating facilities for a period beginning on'ihe date the facility begins generating 
&&ic energy and antinuing for ten years thereafter. 

. IT IS FURMER ORDERED that Resource Technology Carporrtioh shall fully 
cOmply with Finding (7) of this Order, as well as with the. provisicns of 83 111. Admin. Code 
445. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED Vlat subject to the provisicns of Section 10-1 13 of the 
Public Utilities Act and 83 111. Adm. Code 200.880, this Order is final; it is not subject to the 
Administrative Review Law. 

ZT 39Ud 96G6IPEZTE PEi :9T ZBBZ/PB/90 
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By Order of the Cornmissicn this 8th day cf Octcber, 1997. 




